[Mineral fibers and bladder cancer. Morphological and minerological investigations in a subject without professional exposure].
It is confirmed that occupational and paraoccupational exposure to mineral fibres, particularly asbestos fibres, plays a fundamental role in the induction of lung cancer and pleural mesothelioma. The possible association with other human cancers (e.g. larynx cancer, gastro-intestinal cancer, uro-genital cancer and emolinfopoietic cancer) is not yet demonstrated, even if some mineral fibres are identified in tissues different from the lung ones, such as kidney, bladder, and some biological fluids (e.g. urine of subjects with occupational exposure to asbestos). The possibility of damage caused to tissues in consequence of exposure to low concentration of mineral fibres (e.g. environmental exposure) has still to be defined. In this work we report the results of a mineralogical study by means of scanning electron microscopy with microprobe of a case of bladder cancer in a subject without professional exposure to mineral fibres where asbestos bodies are identified by optical microscopy.